
Players take turns in order, w
ith the initial player determ

ined by chance.  To 
begin the gam

e, each player flips a coin three tim
es. The player w

ho flips the 
highest num

ber of heads starts.  

W
hen it is your turn, m

ove to the first tile and follow
 the instructions. If the tile 

does not tell you to m
ove forw

ard, w
ait until your next turn to m

ove on. Players 
m

ove anti-clockw
ise around the board. 

W
henever tw

o players both stand on “partnership” tiles at the sam
e tim

e, they 
can propose to m

arry each other. For som
e characters, m

arriage to a U
K

 or EU
 

national w
ill change their range of options in the gam

e. Solidarity m
arriages 

can save people from
 deportation!
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Characters: 
Scottish undergraduate 
UK citizen. Does not need a visa to 
work/study and pays Home tuition fees.

English undergraduate 
UK Citizen. Does not need a visa to 
work/study and pays Home tuition fees.

Chinese postgraduate 
Needs a Tier 4 VISA to study in the UK. 
Can only work 20 hours per week 
during term-time. Pays International 
post-graduate tuition fees.

Pakistani undergraduate 
Needs a Tier 4 VISA to study in the UK. 
Can only work 20 hours per week 
during term-time. Pays International 
undergraduate tuition fees.

Italian postgraduate 
Citizen of an EU country. Does not 
need a visa to work/study and pays 
Home tuition fees.

Players may also create their own 
characters. No two people can pick the 
same character.

Each player is represented by a token 
on the board. When it is your turn, read 
aloud the instructions on each tile and 
answer in character. There is extra 
information at the bottom of the tile to 
help you answer the questions. 

You w
ill need: 

1 British coin, 
an assortm

ent of bottle tops 
to use as tokens,
and 3 or m

ore friends

Legend: 
H

eads

Tails

Start

*Language is the first filtering 
mechanism for granting a study or 
work visa for the UK. If you are 
classified as “national of a majority 
English speaking country”, you 
don’t need to take a language test. 
In all other cases, you need to prove 
your proficiency in English.

Language requirements are constantly changing and getting tougher. Requirements since September 2010: an English language course at or above level B2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

*Eligibility for an undergraduate 

student loan is based on the student’s 

immigration status or nationality, 

residence condition and age. One of 

the requirements is to be ‘ordinarily 

resident’ in England. Postgraduate 

students cannot apply for a student 

loan.

Biometric enrolment has to be paid separately in the local currency. 70% of all UK visa applications are processed by VSF Global. On 26 May 2010 the UK government cancelled their plans for ID cards for UK nationals, yet retained biometric identification for all non-EEA + Swiss nationals.
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According to UK Entry Clearance 
Statistics 2008-2009,  the rejection 
rate was 61% for applicants from 
African countries, 19% from the 
Pacific, 39% from South Asia and 
The Gulf, 23% from the Euro-Med, 
8% from the Americas. Overall, 32% 
of applicants for a student visa had 
their applications rejected.

*Residents of the following 
countries need to be checked for 
Tuberculosis at the border: 
Bangladesh, Ghana, Burkina Faso, 
Cote d'Ivoire, Togo, Kenya, Eritrea, 
Somalia, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Rwanda, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Sudan, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos, Pakistan.
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*Tuition fees w
ere introduced in 1998, putting an end to free higher 

education. In 2000 the Scottish governm
ent abolished up-front tuition 

fees. So in Scotland, university is still free for Scottish residents and 
EU

 citizens – but not for English students, w
ho have to pay £1700p/a 

for m
ost degrees. In England, fees for U

K
/EU

 students are capped at 
£3,290 (2010-2011), although there are strong pressures from

 the 
current governm

ent to increase them
. International tuition fees do 

not have a cap: at Q
M

ary the highest annual tuition fee for a 
postgraduate degree is £34,000 (2010-2011).

*A Tier 4 student visa at degree level 
allows you to work only 20 hours a 
week. The National Minimum Wage 
rate for workers aged 21 and over is 
£5.93 per hour (October 2010).

*European Economic Area (EEA) 
citizens and Swiss nationals have the 
right of free movement and 
residence in the UK. The EEA 
includes all EU countries plus 
Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein. 
People from all other countries 
need a visa to study in the UK.
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You get to Canary W
harf, and realize business is not for yo

u (to
o m

uch
 co
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). Y

ou decide to study something else...  You try philosophy
 fo

r a
 w
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 but realize it’s not what you expected. But with the c
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is,
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w
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 to

 focus on organising. L uckily, you’re in a radical business sc hool!

Q ueen Mary Univers i t y  subscribes to diversit y i n our staff and student body, valuing our differences as an important contribution to our research, teaching and other activ ities

You have decided to 
study at QMary – or 

any other university in 
England. 

Flip a coin to start!

       Go to the next tile.
 

    You are delayed! 
Wait one turn.

Is English recognised 
as your first 
language?*  

Yes. Move forward 4 
tiles.

No. Move forward 1 
tile.

Do you hold a 
qualification taught in 

English? 

Flip a coin. 
  
 Yes. Move 
       forward 3 tiles. 
 No. Move

forward 1 tile.

You take the language 
certificate test. 

Flip a coin. 
  

     You passed! Move 
forward 1 tile.

      You failed the test. 
Try again next turn. 

You have 3 tries; if you 
fail, go back to start. 

You have passed 
through the first 

filter.

Bravo!

You have been 
accepted! Celebrate 

with your family and 
friends. 

Your grandmother 
is very happy for you!

Partnership Tile

If there is nobody 
available to marry, 

move forward.

 

You
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gins...

 

Rem
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r: y

ou
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d 4

0 p
oin

ts!
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Do you need a student 
visa?*  

  
Yes. Move forward 1 

tile.
No. Move forward 11

tiles.

You made it – it is the 
end of Term 1! What 
are you going to do 

next?

Stay in character and 
pick one of the four 
desires that follow. 
Beware: the other 

players will question 
your choice! Explain 
how you might fulfil 

your desire.
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O
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.. 

10+30 = you now have 
40 points! 

You are ready for 
biometric enrolment... 

Your visa application is 
finally ready! Flip a coin 

twice.

        Your application 
has been rejected.* Go 

back 8 tiles and remem-
ber to pay the fee again!

Any other result: Your 
student visa has been 
issued. Move ahead.

  
The visa is in 
your passport. 

QMary and 
London are now 
only a few steps 

away! 

Partnership Tile

You’re looking for a 
room

 and m
eet som

e 
lovely international 

students. Forget about 
your m

oney troubles 
and party! 

Can you afford your journey to London? 
Flip a coin.

     Yes. Move forward 1 
tile. 

     You’re broke! Beg and borrow from friends and relatives. Miss a turn.

You are 
travelling to 

London. 

Enjoy! 

Can you apply

for a student loan?*

Yes. Apply, pay your 

fees, prepare to 

be in debt. Move 

forward 1 tile.

No. You decide to beg, 

borrow and steal. 

Miss a turn, then move 

forward 2 tiles.

Unemployment is 
sky-rocketing in your 

field! You wonder 
whether it’s worth 

taking a student loan.

       Wait 1 turn while 
you ponder your future. 
Should you leave uni?

      Who cares about 
the future? There’s so 

much to learn!!!

Partnership Tile

Go to QMary Mile End 
Campus, and enter the 

Octagon Room to 
enrol. Staff at enrol-

ment are helpful, but 
the queue seems 

infinite. You miss a 
turn, but make a new 

friend.

You are finally a 
QMary student! 

At Fresher's Fair you 
receive a counter-map 

of the university. 

London is expensive. You 
need extra cash. Flip a 

coin to find a job. 

       You get a job inter-
view. Move forward 

1 tile.
    You send off 12 job 

applications, but get no 
reply. Baked beans are 

only a temporary option. 
Move forward 2 tiles.

At the interview, you 
are offered a 22 

hours/week part-time 
position. Can you 

accept?* 

Yes. Move forward 
2 tiles.

  
No. Move forward 

1 tile. 

You really need some 
money! You hear about a 
cash-in-hand job in a bar. 

Flip a coin. 
      Your family sends 

extra funds so you won’t 
have to neglect studies. 
Miss a turn while you 
wait, then move 4 tiles.

       You take the risk and 
accept the job. Move 

forward 1 tile.
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rts
 yo

u 

an
d 

yo
ur

 vi
sa

 is
 ca

nc
ell

ed
. G

o 

to
 d

ep
or

ta
tio

n 
lim

bo
!!!

    
    

   S
he

 ch
an

ge
s h

er
 m

in
d. 

    
    

 

    
    

    
 M

ov
e f

or
wa

rd
 2 

til
es

.   
    

   

    
   A

 ne
w 

ca
m

pa
ign

 on
 ca

m
pu

s 

– S
tu

de
nt

s n
ot 

Su
sp

ec
ts. 

Th
ey

 

he
lp 

yo
u r

eso
lve

 th
e i

ssu
e, 

bu
t it

 

tak
es 

tim
e s

o y
ou

 m
iss

 a 
tu

rn
.

Your grandma has to 
have an emergency 
operation tomorrow. 
Can you go see her?

Yes. A flight will get you 
there in a few hours. 

There’s one tomorrow 
morning. Miss a turn.

No. Too far away and too 
expensive. All you can do 
is cry and keep moving.

You’ve made a lot of 
friends along the way!

You may decide to 
miss a turn to help 

them. 
If you do, you can 

either: give a turn to 
them, or go join them 
on a partnership tile if 
that’s where they are.

 
D

o 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 £

19
9*

 to
 

pa
y 

fo
r 

th
e 

Ti
er

 4
 

(G
en

er
al

) S
tu

de
nt

 V
is

a 
Fe

e?
 

Fl
ip

 a
 c

oi
n.

 
 

 
   

 Y
es

. G
o 

fo
rw

ar
d 

1 
til

e.
   

   
N

o.
 W

ai
t a

 tu
rn

 a
nd

 
tr

y 
ag

ai
n.

You arrive at the 
airport: are you a 

UK/EU/EAA or Swiss 
national? 

Yes. You squeeze past 
the border. Move 
forward 3 tiles. 

No. Move forward 1 
tile.

UK Border Control
The border agent checks 
your documents. Flip a 

coin 3 times. 

  The info in 
your documents is 

deemed incorrect or 
false. Go to deportation 

limbo!!!

Otherwise, move forward 
1 tile.

You are at the UK 
border: do you need to 

be TB screened?* 
  
Yes. Miss a turn while 
you wait for the test. 

No. Move forward 1 
tile. 

Welcome to 

London! 

Now you are ready for 

enrolment at QMary. 

D
o you or your fam

ily 
have enough m

oney to 
pay tuition fees 

up-front?* 
Flip a coin. 

 
 

      Yes. M
ove forw

ard 
5 tiles. 

       N
o! M

ove forw
ard 

1 tile.  

You try to apply for a 
scholarship. Flip a coin 

3 tim
es. 

 
 

 
          You have 

w
on a scholarship. 

C
ongratulations! M

ove 
ahead 4 tiles.

O
therw

ise, m
ove 

forw
ard 1 tile. 

You now meet all the 
requirements! Send your 

application to QMary 
and flip a coin to see if 

you are accepted.     

      Yes! Move forward 1 tile.

     No... With the recession,     
  competition is tough: 

your application is rejected. 
Try again next turn. You 

have 3 tries, 
then go back to start.

Afte
r 

de
po

rta
tio

n, 
yo

u are
 ba

nned
 fro

m 

ge
tti

ng a
 v

isa
 to

 th
e 

UK fo
r 

10
 y

ea
rs.

 

Dep
ort

ati
on

 ca
n se

rio
usly

 af
fec

t y
ou

r 

ch
an

ce
s 

of 
ge

tti
ng a 

vis
a 

for
 

oth
er 

co
untri

es.
 

Dep
ort

ati
on

Lim
bo

The r
at 

rac
e d

oe
sn

’t 

see
m so

 ba
d. 

You
 w

an
t a

 de
gree

, 

ca
ree

r a
nd m

on
ey.

 

It is clear the world 

is not right. 

You want to fight 

and change the 

rules of the game.

Desp
ite

 th
e 

wea
ther,

 yo
u w

an
t 

to 
fin

d w
ay

s t
o 

mak
e L

on
do

n yo
ur 

hom
e. Higher education is 

not for you.

You want to leave 

university.


